First District Environmental Advisory Council Meeting Summary

Old Beale Memorial Church

Tappahannock, Virginia

Monday, February 8, 2010

_________________________________________________

I.          Introduction

Rep. Wittman opened the meeting with an introduction of the attendees and then applauded the Nature Conservancy’s successful efforts to place over 13,000 acres of land in the Dragon Run Swamp in a conservation easement.

He summarized legislative issues that could affect attendees, beginning with a discussion of the effects of the federal estate tax and how the estate tax changes could affect farmers and business owners.  He asked for feedback from the members as far as land preservation issues are concerned; he will take these back to Washington to help in possibly crafting legislative priorities that will point to positive outcomes in terms of land preservation.

II.         Chesapeake Bay Accountability and Recovery Act

Rep. Wittman updated the group on his bill, the Chesapeake Bay Accountability and Recovery Act of 2009.  He is working with Sen. Mark Warner on a companion bill in the Senate.  Rep. Wittman summarized his bill and said that there was a need to demonstrate outcome of monetary expenditures.  He offered that there will be an independent evaluator appointed to review all programs.

III.       Reauthorization of the Chesapeake Bay Program

· Rep. Wittman reviewed the status of reauthorization of the Chesapeake Bay Program Act and pointed out that Rep. Elijah Cummings (D-MD) and Sen. Ben Cardin (D-MD) have proposed legislation to reauthorize.  (Rep. Cummings bill number is H.R. 3852.) 

Questions from the floor included:

· how can local governments work with private citizens to educate them on ways to help clean up the Bay and also be mindful of their own environmental footprints;

· how can we get more of a consensus on Bay legislation;

· how can we insure that our dollars and efforts combined work in the most valuable and expeditious way?;

· there were discussion about county training programs and conservation district assistance and how these groups can partner in some way;

· there needs to be more cooperation between soil and water conservation districts and local governments;

· groups need to be more involved as stakeholders than they used to be; we cannot expect the government to handle everything for us;

· it was suggested that we try and get more buy in for agriculture programs: the middle ground in agriculture is conservation compliance:  Sodbuster and Swampbuster rules from the Farm Bill were mentioned specifically;

· the status of the CZMA (Coastal Zone Management Act) was discussed; he said that it is up for reauthorization presently; no word yet on progress;

· there was discussion on how to balance high quality science against mandated timelines;

· grant proposals were discussed concerning those who rely heavily on federal grants to deliver programs to the school systems; and

· an attendee suggested that Rep. Wittman encourage facility commanders in the First District to move to greener practices for military facilities:  it would help stimulate friendly competition.

· Rep. Wittman stressed that the health of the Bay is as much an economic concern as the overall financial health of the country today.

ACTION ITEMS:

1. Rep. Wittman encouraged all Council members to send “suggested language” for amendments to be considered for the reauthorization Chesapeake Bay Program Act.  

Send proposals to Joe and Catherine.  

For those who send in suggested language, Rep. Wittman will hold a conference call with Council Members to discuss the proposals.  

2.         Rep. Wittman will arrange a meeting with the Office of the Deputy Under Secretary of Defense Installations and Environment to discuss how the 1st District military installations can be more green and energy efficient.   

The meeting closed with Rep. Wittman asking the attendees to keep him informed of issues of concern to them.  He offered to keep communications open on the status of Chesapeake Bay reauthorization and will share the legislative language on pertinent bills and get Council’s members comments.

