Pastor’s Advisory Council Meeting:  Fredericksburg and Williamsburg

August 18, 2009
I.  Opening Remarks from Congressman Wittman

· Purpose behind Pastor’s Advisory Council:  To hear from folks in the community about how things are going and what issues concern them.  

· People often turn to their pastor for counseling on a whole host of issues.  

· There is a connection between our government and our faith; natural law forms the basis of our common law system.  

· Faith, in particular, gives us the strength to make tough decisions.  It forms part of our nations principles (e.g. “In God We Trust” enshrined on the dollar bill).

     II.  Legislative Activities in Washington DC.—Upcoming Agenda 

· Health Care—After August recess, there should be a much more lively discussion of the issue.

· Current health care system is unsustainable; 17% of GDP is spent on health care.  

As such, for health care reform—wants a bill where “we all can agree on certain changes”:  e.g. Reduce costs, strengthen or enhance the relationship between the patient and their doctor, and expanding coverage.  

· Financial Services Reform:  Ensuring that reform does not lead to an over-reaction in terms of regulation.  

· Appropriations Bills:  There will be disagreements and debate about where spending should or ought to take place (i.e. what should be included in bills)

     III.
Issues Impacting your Church Districts

· Health Care—End of Life issues, specifically when to start living wills.  The participants said that end of life issues/decisions are impacted by education, finances, and generation/age.  Some expressed that long-term care should become part of the overall discussion as it relates to health care in general.  The wishes of the individual (i.e. Mom and Dad) should be stated clearly beforehand with respect to end of life decisions.   Some of the participants expressed concern that the health care bill involves too much government control.  
· Economic Joblessness—Many people have been laid off and have been unemployed for a relatively long period of time (i.e. 6 months or more).  Washington DC. Appears to be experiencing growth, particularly in the public sector.  Individuals who choose to send their kids to private schools have stopped because they cannot afford the tuition.  As such, the participants suggested that parochial school enrollment in particular has seen a decline due to the fact that parents cannot afford to send their kids to these schools, which is directly related to the high unemployment situation.  Congressman Wittman announced there will be a job fair in Fredericksburg on the 14th of September, which will include both private and public sector employers.  He also stated that they are looking to have a similar job fair on the Peninsula.  
· Stimulus Dollars – some Pastors expressed frustration that stimulus dollars do not seem to be working effectively, especially regarding housing foreclosures.  The dollars are not “trickling down to the communities and faith based groups are left out.”  
· Reverend Andrera Lomboy asked that Congressman Wittman oppose H.R. 848, a bill that would add a “performance fee” to radio.  Congressman opposes this bill.  
     IV.
   Wrap-up Meeting

· Faith Based Initiative Workshop— Congressman Wittman expressed a desire to get into contact with the Office of Faith Based Initiatives in the Obama Administration for the next Pastor’s Advisory Council meeting to find out what the government’s role is in spurring community faith based initiatives, and in particular tackling issues like juvenile justice.  The discussion centered around having community youth centers where kids can hang out and stay out of trouble—drugs, violence, etc.  In other words, it is cheaper to invest in prevention rather than in incarceration.   Setting up a future Faith-Based Initiative Workshop will be the first priority of the Pastor’s Council staff.  

· Congressman Wittman discussed the possibility of putting together a Community Forum in Fredericksburg to discuss the Juvenile Justice System.  Further information about the initiative will be forthcoming.  

· Miscellaneous:  There will be emails sent out regarding the September 14th Job Fair as well as the next meeting of the Pastor’s Advisory Council and getting into contact with the Office of Faith Based Initiatives.  

