First District Senior Advisory Council Meeting
Meeting Minutes for September 28, 2009
Issues:  

1. Health Care

2. Social Security

3. Stimulus/Senior Citizen Issues

Health Care:  

--Senator Baucus has a bill being marked-up in committee with amendments.  Three different committees in the House of Representatives are tackling health care.  

--Congressman Wittman sponsoring a bill where there should be 72 hours from the time the bill is introduced to the time it is voted upon.  In other words, before any proposed health care bill is voted on there should be a 72-hour period where congressional representatives can read and digest what it does and what is in it.  

--One constituent expressed concern that 72 hours to read a bill on health care is not enough time given the size and complexity of any health care bill.  

---Many constituents expressed that any health care bill should address inefficiencies within the current system.  Congressman Wittman specifically mentioned the reimbursement system for services performed by specialists and physicians should be re-examined.  

---All constituents agreed that the most important issue to tackle with respect to health care:  Bringing down costs.  

---Most constituents expressed support for not increasing Medicare premiums, encouraging competition within the insurance market, and leaving certain programs like Tricare and Tricare for Life alone.  

---Support was expressed for tort reform and Congressman Wittman believes that it is important in any health care bill and such “pilot projects” are not really necessary to assess its necessity.  

Social Security:  

---Many constituents expressed concern with the current formula that calculates benefits but fails to account for Cost of Living Adjustments (COLA).  

---Congressman Wittman expressed support to look at how to reform the calculation of social security benefits so that they account for changes in COLA.  

Senior Issues/Other:  

---One constituent expressed concern about affordable and accessible transportation especially in an aging society.  

---Congressman Wittman expressed support to look at mass transit, light rail, and other forms of affordable transportation measures.

---Others expressed support for cutting spending, “living within our means” budgets, and the growth of “Czars” in the Obama Administration.  

