First District Historic Preservation Advisory Council Meeting Summary
Yorktown, VA

Tuesday, August 31, 2010
_______________________________________
Meeting Summary:

Constituents at the Historic Preservation Advisory Council expressed concern regarding the amount of funding available to historic preservation, as well as awareness and involvement of local government agencies in maintaining preservation sites. In conjunction with the Land and Water Conservation Fund, which funds historic state and federal properties, Congressman Wittman expressed that funding is available for parks that experience trouble maintaining their integrity of preservation. In attendance was the Associate Director for Cultural Services, Stephanie Toothman, Ph.D, who addressed concerns regarding historic preservation’s importance in the agenda of the U.S. National Park Service and the White House American Great Outdoors Initiative. Her goal as Associate Director is to continue to establish and grow partnerships between organizations and local government agencies. 
Congressman Wittman expressed concern for the vision and planning within the National Park Service. In order to be most effective in maintaining preservation, the National Park Service is evaluating the 1966 National Historic Preservation Act, endeavoring to improve prior regulations and evaluating the economic benefits of historic preservation. Congressman Wittman emphasized the fact that historic preservation is an economic issue and one that can increase economic development. The Congressman co-sponsored H.R. 3670, the Historic Homeowners Revitalization, which would allow a new tax credit for 20% of rehabilitation expenditures for historic homes used as primary residences. 
Congressman Wittman also emphasized the importance of maintaining the sustainability of historic preservation sites. This is accomplished by making sure that preservation sites are identified and protected, especially near areas of commercial development. Ideas presented were to preserve tax incentives thereby motivating continued preservation of historic sites instead of land development, developing partnerships between organizations and government agencies, and most importantly increasing public awareness and knowledge of preservation and the benefits provided to communities and the economy as a whole.

Website: The White House American Great Outdoors Initiative- http://www.doi.gov/americasgreatoutdoors. 

