First District Veterans’ Advisory Council Meeting Summary
Williamsburg, VA
Thursday, August 26, 2010
__________________________________________
Meeting Summary:  

Constituents at the Veterans’ Advisory Council meeting expressed concern regarding the proposed closure of Joint Forces Command in Norfolk, DOD spending, and Medicare reform. Congressman Wittman reaffirmed constituents that veterans’ and military issues have gained discussion in Congress. The FY 2011 Defense Appropriations Bill is pending in Congress. JFCOM has been recommended for closure by Secretary Gates, and Congressman Wittman adamantly disagrees with his decision to close JFCOM. With the threat of potentially losing nearly 6,000 jobs, Congressman Wittman believes that decision for closure should have been fully vetted by Congress under the appropriate laws, including the BRAC law.   Defense spending should be strategic and managed from top to bottom with efficiencies at all levels. Congressman Wittman is deeply concerned with the layout of the defense budget at its current 4.4% GDP. He understands that the defense spending needs to be thoughtful and transparent, as Congress determines a way in which to reduce spending without reducing flexibility and harming DOD missions.

Other constituent concerns were about TriCare for Life and Medicare reimbursement. Congressman Wittman gives his firm support that TriCare should remain the same, without a change in benefits. Congressman Wittman is deeply concerned with Congress’ response to Medicare as balanced budget continues to be pushed off the agenda. Congressman Wittman laid out his legislative goals for the upcoming Congress: to keep jobs in the U.S., cut taxes for families and small businesses, reduce payroll, tax rates and enact other pro-growth policies, enact a balanced budget, make sure the physical and mental health needs of our service members and veterans are met, and most importantly, to reduce spending. Congressman Wittman is deeply concerned with and strongly supports change and modification to national spending as a whole, and more specifically Department of Defense spending, to ensure that our nation’s men and women in uniform have the resources they need. He will continue to push for budget reform.
