1st Congressional District Individuals with Disability Advisory Council 
Monday, April 12, 2010, Meeting Minutes

Congressman Wittman hosted the first Disability Advisory Council on Monday April 12, 2010 at THE DISaBILITY Resource center in Fredericksburg, Virginia. The meeting started with Congressman Wittman welcoming all invited guests. The purpose of this group is to exchange information, ideas and resources to better serve individual with disabilities in the First District. Congressman Wittman provided a brief legislative update and highlighted a few issues before the discussion began. He addressed the recent passed healthcare reform legislation, COLA (cost of living increase) and the EEOC (Equal Employment Opportunity Commission.) Governor McDonnell is currently accepting nominations for appointment to the Virginia Board for People with Disabilities and Congressman Wittman encouraged those in attendance to submit their name for consideration.  An important topic that was discussed was the reform of the ADA (Americans with Disability Act). ADA Notification Act (H.R 2397) and access for certified trainers of service animals (HR.4378). Another important issue that was raised was restraint and seclusion in schools. The House passed H.R 4247, Preventing Harmful Restraint and Seclusion in School Act on March 3, 2010, Congressman Wittman voted no. H.R 4247 establishes safety standards regarding the use of restraint and seclusions in public and private schools that participate in federal programs or receive federal funding. 

The last issue that was addressed was the type of social security benefits and average benefit levels and their impact on disabled individuals.

During the Q& A part of the meeting, the following issues were discussed:

Community Living/Services

Employment Opportunities 

Transportation 

Early Intervention

Affordable Housing/Section 8 

The meeting concluded with Congressman Wittman thanking everyone again for attending and that he looks forward to the next meeting where the issues of individuals with disabilities are addressed.  

