First District Pastoral Advisory Council Meeting 

 February 1, 2010

Bragg Hill Community Center

 Fredericksburg, Virginia

_______________________________________________
· Introduction: Congressman Wittman began by thanking everyone for attending, as well as thanking Rev. Joe Henderson, the Director of the Family Life Center.

· Purpose of meeting: initiate dialogue between local leaders and leaders of Faith-Based organizations and meet the needs of pastors in the community.

· Mr. Peter Groff, the Director of the U.S. Department of Education’s Center for Faith-Based and Neighborhood Partnerships, traveled with his staff to Fredericksburg to hear ideas of faith-based organizations as well as present their goals for partnering with such organizations to help kids succeed

· Mr. Groff began a presentation outlining the desired direction of the Center in conjunction with faith-based community programs:

· He opened with the disconnect between students in school (grades K-12) and the time spent outside of school, calling on faith-based programs to help stand in the gap to help kids succeed
· He and his team traveled around the country and will report their findings back to the President and his Pastoral Advisory Council about how faith-based organizations can partner with communities 

· He discussed several models found in both urban and rural communities which included mentorship/tutoring programs, faith-based organizations, and social service programs.  The end goal would be the U.S. leading the world in college graduates by 2020.

· Methods discussed for faith-based programs:

· Work with local community college and universities

· Decide whether to focus on a single neighborhood or use a system-wide approach

· Extend learning time in the classroom

· Include more programs involving art, music, and civics

· Goals of Leaders within the faith-based community:

· Portray education as a moral obligation

· Become key assets to the community; studies have found that community organizations are key in aiding low-performing schools

· Grants should be used to pull neighborhoods together to drive community efforts

· Goal of Grants: 

· NOT to tell communities how to achieve goals, but rather equip different areas with the resources they need to meet goals, recognizing that each community is different.
· Belief that government does not have all the answers, and providing resources to those who can help bridge that gap for young people.

· The Congressman opened the floor to questions/comments/concerns:

· Many people were skeptical of the grant-writing process itself; how to write a successful grant?  Would technical assistance be provided?  If a grant is received, would an organization be guaranteed to not lose their faith-based status?

· The Congressman stated that he hosted several grant-writing workshops within the First District, and more would be scheduled for the future.

· Mr. Groff stated that individuals were being hired strictly for the sake of dealing with the technicality of grants, so faith-based organizations can focus on helping others and not about the red tape.

· Another comment put forth was the suggestion that organizations that had already been successful in receiving grants partner with those seeking grants to help mentor them through the process.

· A concern put forth was that Fredericksburg was a rural area, and since it did not have the numbers of an urban area, it would not receive the amount of grant money it needed to succeed.

· A final concern was that money was needed not just for the problems that already existed, but for preventative measures; example: Fredericksburg could potentially see gang activity in the future and needs funding to prevent this.

· The Congressman recognized some representatives in the meeting

· A Social worker from the public sector working closely with faith-based organizations

· A representative from “The Open Hand of Fredericksburg,” who had seen success in her program in kids going to college and graduating high school

· A representative for the refugees in the area who were in need of such programs while they adjust to new ways of life.

· In conclusion, Congressman Wittman thanked everyone for coming and for contributing their voice and concern to the community. 

