First District Seniors’ Town Hall Meetings

January 18, 2010
__________________________________________

Fredericksburg, VA & Newport News, VA
· Congressman Wittman held 2 Town Hall Meeting discussing issues affecting seniors
· Discussed 2 discrepancies with the Healthcare Bill
· Cost Structure and Efficiency
· Neither are addressed in HR 3200

· He discussed the Republicans’ input for the bill

· Of the 800 amendments in committee, none finished in bill
· Republicans put forth a  238 page minority bill; HR 3200 finished with 2400 pages 
· Minority Bill reduced the deficit by $68 billion over10 years 

· He discussed differences between the House and Senate bills
· Employment Premiums and Abortion Requirements differed

· Medicare and Medicaid

· State attorney generals argued that HR 3200 was a violation of constitutional rights, and states have a vital role to play in this debate

· Social Security

· The cost-of-living is not estimated to increase in 2010

· Bills RJW co-sponsored
· HR 3631 (Part B Insurance Premium): “H.R. 3631 would prevent any Medicare beneficiary from receiving a Part B premium increase in 2010 in light of preliminary indications that seniors may not receive an annual cost-of-living adjustment (COLA) in their Social Security benefits next year. The bill would make commensurate reallocations from the Medicare Improvement Fund to offset the higher federal share of Medicare spending.” (http://www.gop.gov/bill/111/1/hr3631) 

· HR 3677 (Save Our Seniors Act): “Directs the Secretary of the Treasury to disburse a $280 payment to each individual who, for any of the months of December 2009, January 2010, or February 2010, is entitled to a Social Security or railroad retirement benefit payment. Rescinds certain appropriations under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 to offset the increase in spending resulting from this Act.” (http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=h111-3677&tab=summary) 
· Closing

· Congressman Wittman discussed ways in which citizens could affect legislation 

· Group of experts and citizens brainstorming for Medicare, social security, and balancing the budget.
