
DTV Transition: Are You Ready?


On February 17, 2009, over-the-air full-power television broadcasts, which are currently provided by television stations in
both analog and digital formats, will become digital only. Digital television (DTV) technology allows a broadcaster to offer
a single program stream of high definition television (HDTV), or alternatively, multiple video program streams
(multicasts). 





 



Households with over-the-air analog-only televisions will no longer be able to receive full-power television service unless
they either: (1) buy a digital-to-analog converter box to hook up to their analog television set; (2) acquire a digital
television or an analog television equipped with a digital tuner; or (3) subscribe to cable, satellite, or telephone company
television services, which will likely provide for the conversion of digital signals to their analog customers. 



A digital-to-analog converter box program, administered by the National Telecommunications and Information
Administration (NTIA) of the Department of Commerce, that will partially subsidize consumer purchases of converter
boxes. NTIA provides up to two forty-dollar coupons to requesting U.S. households. The coupons are being issued
between January 1, 2008, and March 31, 2009, and must be used within 90 days after issuance towards the purchase of
a stand-alone device used solely for digital-to-analog conversion. 



For more information about the transition to DTV, please visit: 



Information for Consumers: http://www.dtv.gov/ 



Information on the Converter Box Program: http://www.dtv2009.gov/ 



Are You Ready? Take the quiz: http://www.dtvtransition.org/ 
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